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OCHER and Kapur have corrected algebraic and typo-
graphical errors in the plate stiffness matrix based on the
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function given in Ref. 1. They have demonstrated that this
matrix has no advantages over that given in Ref. 2.

Shortcomings of this matrix are due to the error in deriving
the Lagrange-Hermite first-order interpolation formula.?
Schmidt4 has obtained the correct form of this formula and
derived the corresponding stiffness matrix. The correct
form does satisfy the continuity requirements, includes rigid
body modes, and provides monotonic convergence.
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